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Despite poor debate performance and with improving national 

economic data, President Obama maintains Michigan lead over 
charging Mitt Romney, per (FMW)

B 
/ Fox 2 News latest poll.  
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Governor Romney gains momentum from the first Presidential debate and the 

White House’s handling of the Middle East attacks on US embassies and consulates. 

In spite of these gains, positive economic news and continuing backlash from 

Romney’s 47% comment keep President Obama in the lead in Michigan.  
 

The past three weeks have been a mixed series of positive and negatives for both 
President Obama and Republican nominee Mitt Romney including an extremely weak debate 
performance for President Obama. In spite of these challenges for both candidates our current 
poll conducted on October 5 reflects President Obama opening up a slightly wider lead in 
Michigan.  President Obama leads Republican nominee Mitt Romney 49.30% to 45.85%, a lead 
of 3.45 points, which is above the margin of error of 2.93%. In the Foster McCollum White 

Baydoun (FMW)
B
 poll for Fox 2 News Detroit, of Michigan most likely voters in September, 

President Obama had a lead within the margin of error of 1.84 points which is an increase of 1.61 
points and up from his August deficit to Romney of 3.8 points. The current shift from Romney 
back to Obama now is 7.25 points from August. “The past three weeks have not helped either 
candidate overall. President Obama has lost confidence of some Michigan voters with his debate 
performance and the handling of the embassy attacks in the Middle East,” per Eric Foster, chief 
pollster for Foster McCollum White Baydoun. “At the same time, Romney’s comments about 
47% of Americans being dependent on Government and not taking responsibility for their lives 
hurt the Governor’s creditability significantly with women and senior voters in Michigan”. The 
data findings suggest that these candidate missteps have balanced each other. Listed below is our 
overall Michigan polling tracker for Foster McCollum White Baydoun-Fox 2 News Michigan 
Presidential Polls   
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Selection 

Percentage of 
respondents - 

October 5, 
2012 (1122 

Respondents, 
MOE +/- 
2.93%) 

Support 
Shift from 
September 

12th to 
October 

5th FMWB-
Fox 2 News 

poll 

Percentage of 
respondents - 
September 12, 

2012 (1156 
Respondents, 

MOE +/- 
2.88%) 

Support 
Shift from 

August 
16th to 

September 
12 FMWB-

Fox 2 News 
poll 

Percentage of 
respondents - 

August 16, 
2012 (1733 

Respondents, 
MOE +/- 
2.35%) 

Support 
Shift from 

June 12th to 
August 16th 
FMWB-Fox 2 

News poll 

Percentage of 
respondents - 
June 12, 2012 

(1783 
Respondents, 

MOE +/- 
2.32%) 

President 
Barack 
Obama 49.30% 3.81 45.49% 1.61 43.88% -3.01 46.89% 

Republican 
Nominee 

Mitt 
Romney 45.85% 2.20 43.65% -4.03 47.68% 2.20 45.48% 

Candidate 
Margin 

 

Obama 

3.45% 
 

Obama 

1.84% 
 

Romney 

3.80% 
 

Obama 

1.41% 
 
“Neither candidate can place Michigan firmly in their column at this point. The data, 

constant advertising by both campaigns, and the visits by high level surrogates and the Vice 
Presidential candidates indicate that Michigan is still very much in play,” stated Attorney Tarek 
Baydoun, political analyst for Foster McCollum White Baydoun. “The fact that Romney is 
leading among independent voters and in the major swing 4 counties that are harbingers for 
victory statewide means that Michigan remains competitive. The Democrats’ unmatched ground 
game is having a huge  impact and the Republican’s will have to increase their resources in 
Michigan to hope to match it.” 

 

Additionally, the polling data suggests President Obama has gained support among the 
following groups since our September 12 poll: 

 Female voters (Overall Obama 52.34% to Romney 43.42% and with White 
Female voters). 

 Voters ages 66 and older (47.92% Obama to 46.61% Romney). 

 The 1
st
, 2

nd
, 6

th
, 7

th
 and 9

th
 Congressional Districts. 

 Southwestern Michigan 
 The Thumb Region of Michigan.  

Governor Romney has gained support among the following groups since our August poll:  

 White male voters. 

 Independents (Romney 51.03% to Obama 36.90%) 

 The Central Region of Michigan. 

 The 3
rd

, 4
th

 10
th

 and 11
th

 Congressional district. 
 

We asked respondents if the Presidential debate changed their decision for President, 
confirmed their choice or had no impact on their decision. 50.88% of Michigan voters stated that 
the Debate confirmed their choice and 35.71% stated that the Debate had no impact on their 
decision. Only 4.35% stated that the debate changed their opinion. Mitt Romney benefited most 
from voters who stated that the debate confirmed (Romney 69.95% to Obama 29.02%) or 
changed their choice (Romney 70.45% to Obama 9.09%) Obama was the clear winner among 
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voters whose choice wasn’t impacted by the debate (Obama 77.72% to Romney 16.71%).  
 
A plurality of Michigan voters (45.44%) believe the national economy is improving, 

especially in light of the latest jobs report. Twenty-six and fifthteen hundredths percent (26.15%) 
believe the economy is stationary and 28.41% believe the economy is getting worse. President 
Obama is benefiting from the positive feeling about the economy. Forty-nine and twenty-four 
hundredths percent (49.24%) of Michigan voters have more confidence in Obama on handling 
domestic issues and the economy and 45.76% of Michigan voters have more confidence in 
Romney to handle domestic issues and the economy. The President has a 3.48 point lead on 
domestic issues and also has a 5.19% lead on voter confidence in handling foreign policy and 
national security (Obama 50.01% to Romney 44.82%).  

 
Romney is still being hurt by his 47% comments. We asked Michigan voters if the 47% 

comment impacted their view of Romney and a majority (53.70%) view Mitt Romney negatively 
because of the comment and 32.62% view Romney positively because of the comments, an 
upside down gap of 21.08 points. The 47% comments have hurt Romney most voters ages 66 and 
older (55.36% view Romney negatively) and women (58.25% overall and 68.18% of non-white 
women view Romney negatively).  

 
Romney is helped in two key factors, among independent voters and the President’s 

handling of the rising violence in the Middle East against on American embassies and personnel. 
Romney has a 14.14 point lead with self identified independent voters (Romney 51.03% to 
Obama 36.90%). Independents were significantly impacted by the debate (43.46% more likely to 
vote for Romney versus 12.69% more likely to vote for Obama because of the debate) and the 
rising violence in the Middle East (57.59% do not approve of President Obama’s handling of the 
Middle East attacks). Independents have more confidence in Romney on both domestic issues 
(Romney 48.97% to Obama 38.62%) and foreign policy/national security (Romney 50.69% to 
Obama 36.21%). Romney and Obama are still statistically tied in the critical swing 4 county 
cluster (Oakland, Macomb, Monroe and Kalamazoo) group (Romney 48.55% to Obama 47.59%), 
which is critical to his viability. All candidates for statewide office that have either split or won a 
majority of these four counties have won in elections in Michigan dating back to the 1970 
Governor’s election.  

 
Foster McCollum White Baydoun (FMW)

B
, a national public opinion polling and voter 

analytics consulting firm based in Michigan and representing the combined resources of Foster 
McCollum White & Associates (Troy Michigan) and Baydoun Consulting (Dearborn Michigan) 
conducted a telephone-automated polling random survey of Michigan registered and most likely 
November 2012 General election voters to determine their voting and issue preferences for: 

 
A. The baseline for Presidential General Election Preference.  
B. The baseline for United State Senate General Election Preference. 
C. The impact of the Presidential Debate on voters’ preference. 
D. Economic, Domestic Affairs and Foreign Affairs issues and their impact on 

voters’ preference on the Presidential candidates. 
E. The baseline for all six Michigan Statewide ballot proposals. 
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This twenty-two question automated poll survey was conducted on October 5, 2012 and 
was commissioned by Fox 2 News Detroit. The aggregate Michigan Statewide polling study 
sample size of 1,122 respondents has a 2.93% margin of error, with a confidence level of 95%. 
To view the reports of our polling studies on the President, United States Senate and other 
political topics for Fox 2 News online, please click the following links –  

 
http://www.myfoxdetroit.com/category/237819/politics 
 

Please contact Eric Foster of Foster McCollum White & Associates at either 313-333-
7081 or efoster@fostermccollumwhite.com or Tarek Baydoun of Baydoun Consulting at either 
313-729-3737 or baydounconsulting@gmail.com for media inquires or interview opportunities or 
if you are interested in purchasing a detailed summary of the aggregate and cross tab results of 
our polling report. 
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Methodology 
- Foster McCollum White Baydoun (FMW)

B
, a national public opinion polling and voter 

analytics consulting firm based in Michigan and representing the combined resources of 
Foster McCollum White & Associates (Troy Michigan) and Baydoun Consulting (Dearborn 
Michigan) conducted a telephone-automated polling random survey of Michigan registered 
and most likely November 2012 General election voters for Fox 2 News Detroit to determine 
their voting and issue preferences on the Presidential election, United States Senate and the 
six statewide ballot proposals and trust and knowledge issues regarding the Presidential 
campaign.  
 

-  This twenty-two question automated poll survey was conducted on October 5, 2012  
 

-  The population surveyed consisted of a sample of traditional Michigan high participation 
registered voters and voters that fit Michigan General Election voting patterns. The majority 
of these voters have participated in a significant majority of the available primary and general 
election and odd year municipal and county elections in Michigan since their registration. 
Additionally, our call file does allow for random moderate and low participation voters to be 
included in the sample. Our call file was randomized to allow for the maximum range of 
participation and randomization.  

 

-  An initial qualifying statement was read to respondents asking them to participate only if they 
were very likely to vote in the November General Election.  

 

-  Twenty thousand five hundred and ninety (29,590) calls were placed, and 1,122 respondents 
fully participated in the survey. The response rate for this survey was 3.79%.   

 

-  Our list-based sample pool was pre-weighted for the gender, ethnicity and age demographics, 
geographical regions and political participation regions and the congressional districts in 
Michigan. For reporting purposes, we will focus our findings on the following issue-based 
categories: 

 

F. The baseline for Presidential General Election Preference.  
G. The baseline for United State Senate General Election Preference. 
H. The impact of the Presidential Debate on voters’ preference. 
I. Economic, Domestic Affairs and Foreign Affairs issues and their impact on 

voters’ preference on the Presidential candidates. 
J. The baseline for all six Michigan Statewide ballot proposals. 

 

-  The margin of error for this total polling sample is 2.93% with a confidence level of 95%. 
Our polling study produced sub-populations within each of the surveyed election contest. 
Results within the sub-populations will be reported with respect to the individual cross-tab 
and sub-population group as it exist.  
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Statistical modeling and weighting methodology 
Our polling call list was weighted to the historical weights for age, gender, race, region and 
congressional district area. Our list is also comprised of voters with previous voting histories in 
Presidential, state and local elections. We include the moderate and low performance voters, but 
the call files do contain a significant portion of voters who have a likely history to participate. We 
do not call voters who have never participated in elections but are registered. It is difficult to 
contact people via cell phones is The Telephone Consumer Protection Act (TCPA) (47 U.S.C. 
227 , 47 CFR 64.1200) prohibits the use of an “automatic telephone dialing system” to contact 
“any telephone number assigned to a cellular telephone service” without “express prior consent” 
from the party being called. Based upon this federal law and the difficulty in procuring call files 
with parties (voters) who have provided their consent, our call files are comprised of landlines.  
 
Our PVBA model reviews election statistics for age, gender, voting participation pattern, gender 
and socio-economic factors to determine the likely voting universe for an upcoming election. Our 
turnout models are based on state based historical turnout statistics provided by the municipal and 
county clerks and secretaries of state’s office of a state for age, gender, party, ethnicity and voting 
method (early, absentee, poll location) instead of exit polls. We trust the reliability of the election 
statistics from the clerks’ offices to give us value data reads on future elections. For example, 
Michigan has a historical Presidential participation variance of 18.4% from the baseline voter 
model and has an -18.08% historical gubernatorial participation variance. The swing is equal to 
2.3 million moderate and low performance voters in Michigan for every given Presidential 
election who primarily leave the participation rolls for the gubernatorial election. The difference 
between a Governor Snyder and Governor Bernero was the complete absence of the low 
performance voters and a 15% participation rate among moderate participation voters. If Bernero 
gets the participation rate of Granholm’s re-election in 2006 (85% moderate performing voters 
and 25% low participation voters) He defeats Snyder by 200,000 votes and wins 40 counties. This 
model allows us to help our political clients understand their election audience more clearly than 
exit polling. We then use it in assessing our polling models to help us gauge data quality and 
participation models. 
 
The reason we take the historical data for a state is to give us a baseline for each precinct within 
the state and then build models up from there. We work to identify solid trends of turnout over a 
series of primary and general election contest so that we can remove outliers within turnout, age, 
gender, partisan (if collected) and ethnicity and determine the true participation base for that 
precinct. We can then project out for the variable election conditions (type, advertising impact, 
voter mobilization, outlier ballot issue impact, etc.) that allow us to determine our high moderate 
and low performing turnout and voter models.  
 
When we call through the list, we report the demographics of the respondents without weight. If 
our demographics match the likely voter demographics for the polling study, we will report the 
baseline results as unweighted. If there are underrepresented groups within our aggregate 
respondent universe, we use our weighting model to adjust for their representative weight and the 
groups reflected polling preference for the baseline questions. We still will report the un-weighted 
demographics of our respondents because they reflect the prevailing interest level of the voting 
groups at the time of our polling survey.    
 
Based on the respondent universes, we made the adjustment weight for the four underrepresented 
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groups in Michigan based on our PVBA model.  
 
-  We have made weighting adjustments to the aggregate baseline responses based on the 

following four groups who were underrepresented in our aggregate polling respondents: 

 Male respondents – 41.28% of actual respondent universe was weighted to reflect the 

46% (FMW)B
 PVBA male voter turnout model projections for 2012 November 

general election, with a final weighted determinate factor of 45.0% of the aggregate 
universe. 

 African American respondents – 7.34% of actual respondent universe was weighted 

to reflect the 17.5% of (FMW)B
 PVBA model projections for 2012 November 

general election, with a final weighted determinate factor of 17.5% of the aggregate 
universe..  

 Voters ages 18 to 30 years old – 3.28% of actual respondent universe was weighted 

to reflect the 16% of (FMW)B
 PVBA model projections for 2012 November general 

election, with a final weighted determinate factor of 16.00% of the aggregate 
universe. 

 Voters ages 31 to 50 years old – 15.17% of actual respondent universe was weighted 

to reflect the 25% of (FMW)B
 PVBA model projections for 2012 November general 

election, with a final weighted determinate factor of 25.00% of the aggregate 
universe. 

 

Cross tabulation groups for comparison purposes 
 Age (White & Minority ages 51 to 65 and 66 & older sub categories) 

 Gender (White male & Female & Minority Male and Female sub categories) 

 Michigan Geographical Voter Regions 

 Major 17 voting counties (Counties combined that traditionally represent 75% to 

83% of the total voter participation rate in Michigan’s State -wide elections) 

 Next 7 Michigan County and Other 59 Michigan County regions 

 Race/Ethnicity 

 Religious affiliation – Evangelical Christian, Catholic, Baptist, Non Evangelical 

Christian, Jewish, Muslim and no/other religious affiliations  

 Voter Political Party Preference – Democratic, Republican and Independent 

 Michigan Congressional Districts  

 Urban market communities (Detroit, Grand Rapids, Flint, Saginaw and other urban 

population centers in Michigan) 

 
This poll was commissioned by Fox 2 News Detroit and conducted by Foster McCollum 

White Baydoun (FMW)
B and not commissioned on behalf of or by any candidate or 

political organization.  
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Data Analysis Statement 

 
The data has been separated analytically into cross tabulation results that are statistically 

significant with respect to Michigan General Election cycle statewide Any sectional analysis 
within the aforementioned categories can be useful when inferring strengths and weaknesses and 
possible strategy.  
 

For the assessment of individual cross tabulation categories, we use a correlation 
coefficient model based on the Pearson r correlation, also called linear or product- moment 
correlation. Pearson correlation (hereafter called correlation), assumes that the two variables are 
measured on at least interval scales and it determines the extent to which values of the two 
variables are "proportional" to each other. The value of correlation (i.e., correlation coefficient) 
does not depend on the specific measurement units used. Our proportional model for correlating 
the statistical relevance of a geographical region, age grouping or congressional district is based 
on the random proportionality of our respondent pool to the specific proportionality of the 
group’s weight to the aggregate model. The correlation coefficient (r) represents the linear 
relationship between these two variables (aggregate and cross tabular category).   
  

The aggregate Michigan Statewide polling study sample size of 1,122 respondents has a 
2.93% margin of error, with a confidence level of 95%. We project that any review of the polling 
report can allow for the statistical relationship between the aggregate and cross tabulation margin 
of error for the reported clusters. The poll sample was pre weighted for gender and ethnicity 
based upon Foster McCollum White Baydoun Predictive Voter Behavior Analysis Model for 
historic General Election demographics throughout Michigan. This poll was commissioned by 
Fox 2 News Detroit and conducted by Foster McCollum White Baydoun and not commissioned 
on behalf of or by any candidate or political organization. We strive to adhere to the principles 
and standards of the National Council on Public Polls and the American Association for Public 
Opinion Research in the gathering and reporting of polling data. 

 
 

 


